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PET TOY 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 
[0001] This application claims the benefit under 35 U.S.C. §119(e) of U.S. 
Provisional Application No. 60/391,328 filed June 25, 2002, and which is hereby 
incorporated by reference. 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED 
RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT 
[0002] This invention has been created without the sponsorship or funding of any 
federally sponsored research or development program. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
[0003] This invention relates generally to pet toys which make a squeaking sound 
when a pet squeezes the toy. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
[0004] It is very common to provide squeezable pet toys of various shapes and 
sizes with a squeaker mounted in the wall of the toy. The squeaker makes a 
squeaking sound when a pet squeezes the toy as air passes through the squeaker. 
The problem is that the squeaker is usually made of relatively hard plastic, whereas 
the body of the squeezable pet toy itself is usually made of very iflexible plastic. 
When the pet attacks the toy, the mounting of the squeaker in the wall is 
eventually overstressed and the squeaker is dislodged from the toy, rendering the 
toy silent. 

[0005] Current squeaky toys break very quickly under normal play conditions. 
The squeaker is either part of the mold or attached to the single wall mold. In 
either case, when the outside wall gets punctured or the squeaker gets chewed, 
crushed, etc., the toy stops making noise. Once the squeaker is broken, the toy 
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loses appeal. The second issue is, to get good sound, the wall of the squeaky toy 
has to be pliable. The issue with this is the toy can easily be punctured or torn 
again eliminating the appeal for the pet and causing the play area to require 
cleaning once the toy is shredded. 

[0006] All of the above systems have drawbacks and limitations. The limitations 
relate to the lack of durability in that the squeaker is too accessible to the pet and 
too easily dislodged from the toy and the wall that causes the squeaking is too 
easily punctured. 

[0007] These and other difficulties experienced with the prior art systems have 
been obviated in a novel manner by the present invention. 

[0008] It is, therefore, an outstanding object of the present invention to provide a 
pet toy in which tbe squeaker is protected from dislodgement caused by attack by 
the pet. 

[0009] It is another outstanding object of the present invention to provide a pet 
toy which is durable. 

[0010] It is another outstanding object of the present invention to provide a pet 
toy which has a long term functioning squeaker. 

[0011] It is another outstanding object of the present invention to provide a pet 
toy which has good squeaker sound. 

[0012] It is a further object of the invention to provide a pet toy which is capable 
of being manufactured of high quality and at a low cost, and which is capable of 
providing a long and useful life with a minimum of maintenance. 
[0013] With these and other objects in view, as will be apparent to those skilled 
m the art, the invention resides in the combination of parts set forth in the 
specification and covered by the claims appended hereto, it being understood that 
changes in the precise embodiment of the invention herein disclosed may be made 
within the scope of what is claimed without departing from the spirit of the 
invention. 
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BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
[0014] This invention is a squeaky toy for pets that is durable and can't be easily 
damaged. The invention is a pet toy consisting of an inner elastomer ball having 
an inner highly-flexible ball wall, a squeaker mounted in the inner ball wall, an 
outer elastomer ball having an outer highly-durable ball wall, an air hole mounted 
in the inner ball wall, the inner ball being within the outer ball. The outer ball 
wall protects the inner ball wall. 

[OOlS] The inner ball can be pushed through air hole so that the inner ball can be 
placed into the outer ball. The outer ball protects the squeaker from being 
dislodged from the wall of the inner ball when the pet attacks the toy. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0016] The character of the invention, however, may best be understood by 
reference to one of its structural forms, as illustrated by the accompanying 
drawings, in which: 

[0017] Figure 1 is a sectional side elevation view of one embodiment of the 
present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
[0018] Referring to Figure 1, there is seen illustrated one embodiment of 
apparatus suitable for the practice of this invention. The pet toy 10 consists of a 
hollow inner elastomer ball 11 having an inner ball wall, a squeaker 12 mounted 
in the inner ball wall, a hollow outer elastomer ball 13 having an outer ball wall, , 
an air hole 14 mounted in the outer ball wall, the inner ball 11 being within the 
outer ball 13. The inner diameter of the outer ball 13 is larger than the outer 
diameter of the inner ball 1 1 so that there is an air space 15 between the inner ball 
11 and outer ball 13. 

[0019] This invention is a durable squeaky toy for pets. The toy uses a double 
wall construction with an air gap, permitting the pet to participate in play with the 
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toy and not cause squeaker failure. The squeaker is embedded or attached to the 
inside unit. Preferably the squeaker is glued into a hole in the wall of the inner 
ball. The outside wall may be sufficiently thick or textured so as to disguise the 
location of the interior squeaker inside and to protect the wall of the inner ball. 
The inside vehicle is small enough to move within the outer ball, varying the 
relative placement of the squeaker, the inner ball is protected by the outside wall 
so that the inner ball wall may be thin enough to easily expand and contract 
causing the squeaker to function effectively and without damage. 
[0020] The invention can involve an inner and outer ball of any complementary 
shape, spherical, cubic, etc, the shape within a shape such as a ball within a ball. 
Squeaks is not embedded in the outside wall. Squeaker is embedded or attached to 
the inside wall of the part called the squeaker housing unit. Squeaker-housing unit 
or inner ball is protected by the outside wall of the toy. There is a sufficient air 
gap between the outside wall and the squeaker housing unit to provide enough 
volume for squeaker housing unit to exhaust and take back sufficient air so as to 
permit the squeaker to function. The outside wall has air intake/exhaust points to 
permit air in and out. The outside wall is of thickness and firmness so as to 
permit pressure to be applied on the squeaker-housing unit. Outside wall is thick 
enough and may be textured to reduce the pets ability to feel or damage the 
squeaker and to puncture the inner ball wall. Squeaker-housing imit is soft enough 
to compress due to pressure from the outside wall, as well as soft enough to return 
to its original shape unhampered by atmospheric pressure. 
[0021] Interior ball carriers the squeaker. The interior ball is a soft latex sphere, 
like most production squeaky pet toys, with a squeaker embedded in the outside 
wall. The interior ball has a diameter of 2.S inches. 

[0022] The outside ball is a thicker walled latex or durable flexible plastic with a 
textured outer surface. There is a hole of 1" or less in the outer ball for the toy to 
be able to exhaust and take in air. The outside ball has a diameter of 4 inches. 
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[0(K23] To accomplish insertion of the inner ball into the outer ball, the inner or 
interior ball is compressed and squeezed into the outside ball through the one-inch 
hole in the outside or outer ball. Once inserted, the interior ball should 
automatically re-inflate. 

[0024] The outer ball 13 protects the squeaker 12 from dislodgement from the 
wall of the inner ball 1 1 and protects the inner ball wall when the pet attacks the 
toy 10. The inner ball 1 1 can be pushed through air hole 14 so that the inner ball 
11 can be placed into the outer ball 13. 

[002S] It is obvious that minor changes may be made in the form and 
construction of the invention without departing from the material spirit thereof. It 
is not, however, desired to confine the invention to the exact form herein shown 
and described, but it is desired to include all such as properly come within the 
scope claimed. 

[0026] The invention having been thus described, what is claimed as new and 
desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 
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